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May 2026 Vol. 74  No. 5 
FEATURES: 
 President’s Message  
 Activities Report  

 Note for all Car Show Judges 
 May Rustbuster info 
 Car Show flyer 

 Summer Picnic info 
 

No, this is not a used car big sales event.   It is one of the 
earliest photos of the LER Car Show circa 1950s  



Edward Wilson - 4 
Ronald Billo - 5 
William Prenevau - 6 
Paul Henderson - 11 
Peggy Ptak - 10 
Bruce Keiser - 16 
Kathy Markowski - 16 
Ross Martin - 16 
Donald Roberts - 16 
Russell Christopher - 17 
Edward Group - 20 

Michele Puma - 20 
Larry Gee - 21 

Sally Sayward - 22 
Rickey Wojtowicz - 22 

Edward Zurek - 24 
Jeff Jondle - 25 
John Cady - 26 

Mark Bojak - 28 
Joan Goetz - 29 

Marilea Meyers - 30 
Pat Burgstahler - 30 

 

 
The Sidelight

Volume 74, Issue 5 May 2026
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
                                                                      June 2023 

1. 0  

Events for 2026 
May 17 - Rustbuster, hosted by Cliff Schulz 

and Chuck Weimer 
June 7 – Annual Car Show, Chuck Facklam 

& Mike Mesi, Chairmen 
July 12 – Summer Picnic, hosted by Chuck 

Weimer & Cliff Schulz 
*This is a tentative schedule.  The dates & locations are 

subject to change, so check this list monthly for more 
information and possible changes.  

All material and want ads must be submitted to the editor 
by the 20thof the previous month that material is to 
appear. 

Permission is hereby granted to other club publications to 
reprint material from “The Sidelight” provided that 
credit is given.  All phone numbers listed in the 
Sidelight are area code 716 unless otherwise stated. 

 

 LER BOARD MEMBERS & CHAIRMEN FOR 2026 
All phone numbers are area code 716 unless otherwise noted 

26-28 President .......………….….... Chuck Weimer  h688-5016 
   c955-0834 
24-26 Vice President ............................Valerie Wilson 873-6280 
24-26 Treasurer ................................…... John Haid 674-7351 
  (Office)  674-7239 
26-28 Recording Secretary............…. Ruth Camann  c513-6363 
25-27 Activities Co-Chairmen........ Karen Schwartz 393-3043 
   860-7480 
26-27 Activities Co-Chairmen …………Peggy Ptak  h876-8966 
24-26 Membership Chairman.................Lon Wilson 873-6280 
25-27 Sunshine Chairman ................. Mark Palmer 656-8518 
   c989-1267 
26-28 Policies & Procedures & 
 Assistant Treasurer ……… Barb Noonan 228-7355 
25-27 Publicity Chairman ……………. Mike Mesi 810-2610 
24-26 Legislative Chairman …….... Chuck Wolski h683-0593 
   c998-6335 
26-28 Webmaster ……….………….…. Jerry Ptak  h876-8966 
   c449-0062 
2026 Sidelight Editor........................Valerie Wilson 873-6280 
2026 2026 Show Co Chairman ....... Charles Facklam 655-0508 
2026 2026 Show Co Chairman ………. Mike Mesi 810-2610 
2026 Chief Judge …….………………. Barb Noonan 228-7355 
2026 Activities Awards Chairman .......... Peggy Ptak  h876-8966 
2026 Split Club ……….………….… Candace Reed 880-6870 
2026 Property Chairman ……….… Charles Facklam  655-0508 

www.lakeerie.aaca.com 
A color version of the newsletter can be viewed on our website 

Members and guests relived the events of 2025 were: 
Isabel Barros (25);Andy & Carol Boulet (25); George & Ruth 
Camann (85); Jeff & Linda Cryan (25);Tim Cryan (35); Chuck 
Facklam (65); Jack & Linda Foster (10); Debra Gampietro & 
Guest Mark Parker (10); John  Haid (40); David Kaczmarek 
(10); David Kaplan (20); Ken  Knoll (45);Mike Kosmoski (20); 
Robert Mandziak (10);Linda McCaffery (25); Mike Mesi (55); 
Bob Nash (35); Barb Noonan (85); Daniel O'Connor & 
Candace Reed  (35); Mark & Ann Palmer (65); Ken 
Pielechowski (20); Tom Pirrung (30); Mary-Teresa Platt (35); 
Cliff Schulz (45); Karl Schurkus & Eileen Wode (20); Jeffery 
& Karen Schwartz (85); Ed Vogt (20); Chuck Weimer (65); 
Lon & Valerie Wilson (85); Charles & Gertrude Wolski (40); 
Sam & Jean Yanik (45); Mark & Sue Yearke (65). 

Dale & Sally Pyne - 8 
Dan & Julie Walter - 12 
Charles & Mary Beth Facklam - 16 
Lester & Suzanne Wedekindt - 24 
Bruce & Helena Keiser - 25 
Jack & Linda Foster - 26 
Kenneth & Iris Weinstein - 30 
David & Susan Sayles - 31 

 

Sympathies 
Our sympathies to long time member David 
Lechner and his family on the passing of his 
wife Karen. 
Also, to Jerry Gallagher and his family on 
the passing of his wife Rita.  
Our prayers are with you  
during this difficult time. 

 

Get Well 
Wishers 
Dave Szachta 



 

PRESIDENT’S    MESSAGE 

On The Cover: One of the earliest LER car shows held at Tinney Cadillac.  If you look closely on the left side of 
the photo next to the “GMC” you can just barely make out “ce Arrow Service”  

 
Hello LER members.  Well, another year in review 

event is in the rear-view mirror and what a year it was!  
Members were attending national events, showing their 
cars and some were judging.  Thanks to Lon Wilson and 
Barb Noonan for hosting April’s event.  Yes, our outdoor 
season is here.  Up next is the Rust Buster, you don’t want 
to miss out on this one, see the flyer in the Sidelight for 
more information.   

The member cost for an activity event is constantly 
being discussion at board meetings; we do our best to keep 
the cost reasonable while providing an event that members 
will want to attend.  Membership is another topic 
discussed, as it was announced at April’s event.  The board 

has decided to do some advertising about the AACA Lake 
Erie Region.  The plan is to pass out flyers about the club 
at local cruise nights and car shows.  If you have any 
interest in getting involved, please see any board member.  
You still have time to sign up to help out at the June 2026 
car show, please consider signing up, we need all the help 
we can get.  Please contact the Car Show Chairman listed 
in the Sidelight.  Upcoming National events 2026 AACA, 
May 28th thru 30th Eastern Spring Nationals, Indiana, 
Pennsylvania, next June 11th thru 13th, Southern Fall 
National Meet, in Oak Ridge, Tennessee.   

Thanks for being a member! 
Chuck Weimer, LER President 

AACA Lake Erie Region Car Show Judge’s 
Information 

Our 2026 car show is coming up in June, and many 
individuals have volunteered to judge at the show. We will 
provide some judging guidance prior to the show to remind 
all judges of the process.  A 30-minute class will be given 
by Bob Nash on the morning of our car show, June 7, 2026, 
at 11:00 am.  New judge volunteers are especially 
encouraged to attend this “Judge’s Education” Class; 
we’re sure you will find it worthwhile. The class will begin 
promptly at 11:00 am, and you should meet up with Bob 

at Judge’s Administration behind the pavilion at the Como 
Park Bowen Road Grove. 
 
All Judges: In addition to the training class, please plan on 
attending the judge’s briefing and team assignment 
meeting that will be held at Judge’s Administration behind 
the pavilion starting promptly at 11:30 am. 
We look forward to seeing you and your vehicle at the 
show! 
Barb Noonan 
Chief Judge 

  

Walter L. Jacobs started a Rent-a-Car 
company in 1918 with just 12 Model T Fords.  
John D. Hertz began selling cars for Walden 
W. Shaw in 1905 and introduced the trade in 
business.  This left Hertz & Shaw with many 
used vehicles with they offered for hire as 
taxis.  Hertz became interested in the Rent-a-
Car company and purchased the company in 
1923 which was renamed Hertz Drive-Ur-Self 
System.  Within 5 years they had over 600 
vehicles. Hertz sold the rental company to 
General Motors in 1927. He repurchased the 
company in 1953.   Today it is one of the three 
big rental car companies operating under Hertz 
as well as several other brands including 
Thrifty Car Rental. 

Lon (and Valerie) 
Wilson presented 
Barb Noonan with a 
gift for all her hard 
work in creating the 
“Year In Review” 
presentation slide 
show.   Barb 
received a vintage 
’57 Chevrolet bank, 
just like her real 
car!  



 

 
Sunday, May 17th is The Rustbuster. Cliff 

Schulz and Chuck Weimer are our hosts for this event. We 
will meet at Southgate Plaza and begin our cruise to Eden. 
There we will tour Bill Gacioch’s Specialty Museum, then 
move onto lunch at Danny’s South and dessert on Route 
20 Ice Cream Stand. We hope you sign up to attend, the 
reservation deadline is May 10th. See the flyer in this 
Sidelight. 

Sunday, June 7th - Will be the Annual Car Show 
hosted by Chuck Facklam and Mike Mesi. The show is 
going to be held at the Como Park Bowen Road Grove. 
Our sponsors are West – Herr Automotive Group and 
Gernatt Asphalt. The shows flyers are available at our 
other upcoming events. Please sign up to help out at the 
show, call either Chuck Facklam or Mike Mesi. 

Registration is required and information is in the April 
Sidelight.  

Sunday July 12th – is the Summer Picnic hosted 
by Chuck Weimer and Cliff Schulz. It will be held at 
Clarence Town Park in the Townview Pavilion on 
Goodrich Road. Lunch will be catered by Cozy Catering. 
Please look for the flyer in the upcoming Sidelight and 
sign up for this fun event.  

Sunday August 9th – Mike Mesi and Ken Knoll 
are hosting a Boat Ride that starts at Riverworks and goes 
out past the lighthouse. There will be a dinner buffet at 
Danny’s on Genesee Street. Registration is required and 
information is in the upcoming Sidelight.  

Peggy Ptak – Activities Co-Chair 
 

 

Time to start brushing up on your trivia for the Summer Picnic.   Back in the December 2025 Sidelight, I published a Chevrolet quiz.  If 
you don’t have that copy laying around, you can see it on the website.  So equal time for the other big marque name, here is a Ford quiz 
for you to ponder.     The Editor.  

1) What year did Henry Ford build his first car?  
2) What year did a Ford win its first race? And what was it?  
3) When did Ford introduce the famous trademark?  
4) The $5 work day was introduced what year?  
5) In 1917 Ford produce its first _______? 
6) What did Ford produce for WWI that did not have wheels?  
7) Also, after WWI, Ford was the first to employ what type of worker?  
8) The Tin Goose was produced in what year?  
9) What did Ford introduce in 1948 
10) What car was Chubby Checker singing about?  
11) The Beach Boys had a hit about what car?  
12) Ford helped launch the SUV market with what?  

   

ACTIVITIES REPORT 

Providing 
materials for 

smoother roads 
for your antique 
cars for over 68 

years! 
 

Contact us at 
(716)532-3371 

www.gernatt.com 



 

  



 

SIDELIGHT TREASURES 
These ads can also be viewed at 

www.lakeerie.aaca.com. Ads are free for members.  Ads 
from non-members must be submitted by a current 
member.  Ads run for at least 3 months.  Phone numbers 
are area code 716 unless otherwise noted.  

*AUTOS FOR SALE* 
’30 Pierce Arrow, great driver, 

runs excellent. Call Chuck 716-
655-0508 (8)  

’48 Playboy, rare, 1 of only 2 with 
raised headlights! Call Chuck 716-
655-0508 (8)  

‘48 Playboy solid running car. 4 cyl 
hercules with overdrive, original 
upholstery, serious inquires only, video & pictures 
available Call Lee 716-570-6131 (8) 

‘55 Buick Roadmaster, 2 door 
hardtop, Dynaflow, National 
AACA Senior Winner. Fully 
restored in 2001, Titian Red / 
White, 322 V8 Nailhead 
engine, Kelsey Hayes wire wheels, dry storage, 7K+ 
miles since restoration. $35,000. Many Buick parts 
available too. Contact Barb at 716-228-7355 (8)  

‘64 Chevrolet Corvair Monza Convertible, Silver Blue 
Metallic, 2-door, automatic 
trans, 6-cylinder 110 HP, good 
driver. $6,500. Contact: Bob at 
716-754-2391 or Barb at 716-
957-3076. (8) 

’64 Impala Convertible 283, AT, bucket seats, rebuilt 
engine, $39,900 Ken Weinstein 716-689-6888 (7). 

‘65 Sting Ray Corvette, red hard top conv, 81000 + 
miles, 4 speed, 250 HP 327 Cubic Inch 
engine, new battery, fiberglass good 
condition, been in family since 1973, 
additional items: extra set of wheels 
(Cragar SS), extra head light motors, carburetor, 
distributer, $60,000 or B/O. Contact Paulette 716-908-
0377. Lead from Sue Yearke. (5) 

Massey-Harris Tractor: Model #30, 
gas powered, 4-cylinder engine. Runs 
very well, two new rear tires. Asking 
$3000 OBO. Call for more details. 
Call Bob at 716-754-7028 or Barb at 
716-957-3076. (8) 

*AUTO MISC FOR SALE* 
Bench seat covers $199 per car, 4 bbl air cleaner $75; 
timing light, compressor tester, 3 gauge, set roof rack 
$20 each. Ken Weinstein 689-6888 (5) 

Collection of nine Hess toy trucks ‘86 Hess Fire Truck 
with Ladder, Bank; ‘87 Hess Tractor Trailer Truck, 
Bank; ‘95 Hess Helicopter Transporter with Copter; ‘15 
Hess Fire Truck; ‘16 Hess Toy Truck and Dragster; ‘17 
Hess Dump Truck and Loader; ‘19 Hess Tow Truck 
Rescue Team; ‘20 Hess Ambulance and Rescue; ‘24 
Hess 60th Anniversary Fire Truck with Car and 
Motorcycle; All new and in original packaging  $390 for 
all.  Call Lon for more details 716-873-6280 (6) 

Shop Manuals ‘42 Buick Shop Manual $20; ‘54 Lincoln 
Service Manual $25; ‘52-55 Lincoln Chassis Parts 
Catalogue $25; ‘73 Oldsmobile New Product Service 
Information Manual $10; ‘74 Oldsmobile Chassis 
Service Manual $20; ‘75 Chevrolet Service and 
Overhaul Manual Supplement $10; ‘83 Oldsmobile 
Chassis Service Manual $20; ‘81 Chiltons Auto Repair 
Manual $10; ‘85 Chiltons Auto Repair Manual $10; ‘90 
GM B Body Platform Service Manual $20; Ed Vogt 
262-4842(7) 

Shop Manuals ’59 Ford Thunderbird shop manual $10; 
‘69 Chevrolet Chassis Service Manual $10; ‘69 
Chevrolet Chassis Overhaul Manual (poor covers) $10; 
‘73 Chevrolet Passenger car & Light duty truck overhaul 
manual $5; ‘60 Corvair shop Manual (very poor 
condition) $3; ‘62-63 Corvair Shop Manual Supplement 
$5; ‘69 Fisher Body Service Manual (poor covers) $10; 
‘73 Fisher Body Service Manual $6; ‘74 Ford Shop 
Manual vol. 1-5 $30;’82-94 Nissan Sentra Automotive 
Repair Manual $10.  Lon 873-6280 (7) 

*NON AUTO MISC FOR SALE* 
Nazi WW2 binoculars $200, S&H green stamp dispenser 

$50, Ken Weinstein 689-6888 (5) 
 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

Legislative Affairs Info 
ZEV (Zero Emission Vehicle) / ICE (Internal 

Combustion Engine) / Vehicle Choice 
Current Events: What a year! U.S. and Israeli 

military actions against Iran, the recent U.S. Supreme 
Court decision on tariffs, the Greenland territorial 
dispute, and the situation in Venezuela may all have 
significant implications, including potential effects on 
tariffs, as well as the cost and availability of goods, fuel, 
automobiles, and automotive parts. Hopefully, the US 
and Isreal will successfully negotiate a cease fire and a 
surrender that will stabilize the middle east and the rest 
of the world.  

What Effects Might Iran Have on the 
International Automobile Market? The Middle East 
conflict has already threatened to create an auto industry 
supply chain crunch. Oil, aluminum, semiconductor parts 
and plastics keep the auto industry running. Oil: About a 
fifth of the world’s supply flows through the straits of 
Hormuz and they have stopped but will not fully resume 
for months. This, as we all know, gas, diesel, and heating 
oil prices are increasing. Aluminum: The US imports 
between 80% and 90% of the aluminum it uses with 
about 20% comes from the Gulf. Prices have reached 
their highest level in almost four years according to a 
Bloomberg report. Semiconductor Material: The war 
could also cut supplies of semiconductor manufacturing 
materials such as helium, Reuters reported on March 4th. 
Helium is produced by various countries, with the United 
States and Qatar serving as leading sources of supply.  
Plastics: The Middle East is a big supplier of 
petrochemicals. Disruptions in petrochemical production 
and distribution could raise automotive plastics and 
chemicals by between 15 and 25 percent. Standard 
vehicles contain between 330 and 440 pounds of plastic 
made from petrochemicals. Past supply chain 
disruptions: over the last few years – a pandemic, 
semiconductor shortage, new tariff rates, now the Iran 
War – exposes the depth and complexity of the global 
auto industry.  

SEMA’s Advocacy Agenda for 2026 Include 
Four Areas Listed Below along with Recent Activity:  

 Establishing the right to Modify Vehicles: 
Ohio Governor Mike DeWine signed a SEMA supported 
bill (HB201) that will safeguard the diversity of options 
available to Ohioans, allowing them to choose vehicles 
that align with their budgets, driving habits and personal 
preferences including power source.  

Protecting and Expanding Motorized Access 
to Public Lands: ORBA (Off-Road Business Assoc.), 
and SEMA with an expanded advocacy strategy, 
enhanced research capabilities, and a renewed 
commitment to coalition-based action to protect the 
future of the off-road industry and enthusiast community 
was relaunched in Washington, D.C. 3/25/26. The focus 
will be on powersports and dirt bikes as well as trucks, 
and SUVs. What is new is a more rigorous, data-driven 
approach that includes regional economic reports, 
consumer research, and deeper collaboration across the 
outdoor recreational ecosystem. 

Protecting Racetracks and the Future of 
Motorsports: Kansas Governor Laura Kelly signed 
Kansas Motorsports Venue Protection Act (HB24160 
into law which will provide protection from nuisance 
laws in the state of Kansas. Georgia, Missouri, and 
Wisconsin in a coordinated state effort with the help of 
SEMA and PRI to provide consistent protections for 
motorsports facilities nationwide. 

Preserving Our Automotive Heritage: SEMA 
continues to defend the rights of classic car owners and 
enthusiasts against state-level policies that impose 
unreasonable restrictions on older and modified vehicles. 
This includes supporting Leno’s Law. 

The above information is from SEMA (Specialty 
Equipment Market Association) Advocacy; PRI 
(Performance Racing Industry), ORBA (Off-Road 
Business Assoc.), Versant, AN News. 

Chuck Wolski, Legislative Affairs Chair 
(04/07/26) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

  

Our office is now open, 
 Dr. Smyers is accepting new patients. 

716.815.2400 
Call today for an appointment. 

We accept all insurance plans, and offer 
same day appointments for all ages 

136 Maple Rd – Williamsville, NY 14221 

Kristen L. Smyers, MD FACOG                             

Answers the Ford Quiz: 1) 1896; 2) 1901 – 26 HP car called “Sweepstakes”; 3) 1907; 4) 1914: 5) Truck; 6) Eagle-
class boats or Liberty airplane engines; 7) Disable veterans returning from the war; 8) 1925; 9) The first F-Series truck; 
10) The Mustang – “Pony Time”; 11) Fun, Fun, Fun - about a “T-Bird”; 12) The Explorer 

Would you 
clean your car 

this way?   
Wonder how 

many of these 
were sold?  



 

          Calendar of Events 
May 10 – Mother’s Day 
May 16 – Armed Forces Day 
May 17 - Rustbuster, hosted by Cliff Schulz and Chuck 

Weimer 
May 25 – Memorial Day 
June 7 – Annual Car Show, Chuck Facklam & Mike 

Mesi, Chairmen 
July 12 – Summer Picnic, hosted by Chuck Weimer & 

Cliff Schulz 
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ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE 
CLUB OF AMERICA, INC. 

LAKE ERIE REGION 

Valerie Wilson – Editor 
235 Villa Ave.  

   Buffalo, New York14216-1308 FIRST CLASS 

The Sidelight FIRST CLASS 


