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A 1935 Pierce Arrow 8 Passenger Limousine 
 From the collection of William Gacioch 
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Events for 2026 
June 7 – Annual Car Show, Chuck Facklam 

& Mike Mesi, Chairmen 
July 12 – Summer Picnic, hosted by Chuck 

Weimer & Cliff Schulz 
Aug. 9 – Tour to Hull House, Ken Knoll & 

Mike Mesi, hosts.  
*This is a tentative schedule.  The dates & locations are 

subject to change, so check this list monthly for more 
information and possible changes.  

All material and want ads must be submitted to the editor 
by the 20thof the previous month that material is to 
appear. 

Permission is hereby granted to other club publications to 
reprint material from “The Sidelight” provided that 
credit is given.  All phone numbers listed in the 
Sidelight are area code 716 unless otherwise stated. 

 

 LER BOARD MEMBERS & CHAIRMEN FOR 2026 
All phone numbers are area code 716 unless otherwise noted 

26-28 President .......………….….... Chuck Weimer  h688-5016 
   c955-0834 
24-26 Vice President ............................Valerie Wilson 873-6280 
24-26 Treasurer ................................…... John Haid 674-7351 
  (Office)  674-7239 
26-28 Recording Secretary............…. Ruth Camann  c513-6363 
25-27 Activities Co-Chairmen........ Karen Schwartz 393-3043 
   860-7480 
26-27 Activities Co-Chairmen …………Peggy Ptak  h876-8966 
24-26 Membership Chairman.................Lon Wilson 873-6280 
25-27 Sunshine Chairman ................. Mark Palmer 656-8518 
   c989-1267 
26-28 Policies & Procedures & 
 Assistant Treasurer ……… Barb Noonan 228-7355 
25-27 Publicity Chairman ……………. Mike Mesi 810-2610 
24-26 Legislative Chairman …….... Chuck Wolski h683-0593 
   c998-6335 
26-28 Webmaster ……….………….…. Jerry Ptak  h876-8966 
   c449-0062 
2026 Sidelight Editor........................Valerie Wilson 873-6280 
2026 2026 Show Co Chairman ....... Charles Facklam 655-0508 
2026 2026 Show Co Chairman ………. Mike Mesi 810-2610 
2026 Chief Judge …….………………. Barb Noonan 228-7355 
2026 Activities Awards Chairman .......... Peggy Ptak  h876-8966 
2026 Split Club ……….………….… Candace Reed 880-6870 
2026 Property Chairman ……….… Charles Facklam  655-0508 

www.lakeerie.aaca.com 
A color version of the newsletter can be viewed on our website 

Members and guests who enjoyed the first tour of the year were: Ron Billo – ‘71 Oldsmobile Cutlass (20); Andy & 
Carol Boulet – ‘67 Oldsmobile 442 (45); Mark Brylinski & Maria Orellana & guest Zach – ‘66 Mustang (20); George 
& Ruth Camann – ‘89 Probe (135); Jared & Patti Cooper & Guest Ethan – ‘72 Super Beetle (30); Jeff & Linda (35) & 
Steven Cryan – ‘64 Falcon (20); Tim Cryan – ‘81 Cadillac (55); Chuck Facklam – ‘65 Mustang (85); Bill Gailie – ‘62 
Thunderbird (20); Jim Galvin – ‘60 Corvette & Guests Kevin Clark – ‘70 Corvette, Henry & Mary Kmidowski – ‘99 
Corvette, Jim & Jen Casey- ‘68 Buick  (20); John  Haid & Guest Margaret – ‘67 Buick (60); Mike & Nadine Kosmoski 
– ‘49 Dodge (40); Robert Mandziak – ‘72 Buick Skylark (30); Mike Mesi – ‘82 Toyota Supra (75); David Nash – ‘67 
Chevrolet (20); Tom Pirrung  - ‘88 Lincoln Town Car (50); Jerry & Peggy Ptak – ‘75 Fiat Spider (75); Leonard Sayward 
– ‘40 Chevrolet (20); Cliff Schulz – ‘70 Chevelle SS (65); Bob & Chris Snyder – ‘60 Buick (20); David & Jane Szachta 
– ‘49 Chevrolet Fleet Line (30); Lon & Valerie Wilson – ‘66 Mustang (105); Sam & Jean Yanik – ‘95 Impala (65); 
Eddie & D'Lynn Zurek – ‘80 Cadillac (20); Russ Christopher (10); Chris Ciszek (20); Kenneth Edwards (10); Jack & 
Linda Foster (20); Ray  Gajkowski (10); Kenneth Kaczka & Sue Reville (30); David Kaplan (30); Ken  Knoll (55); 
Ross Martin (45); Bob & Peggy Nash (45); Barb Noonan (95); Mark & Ann Palmer (75); Karl Schurkus & Eileen 
Wode (30); Jeffery & Karen Schwartz (95); Jim & Christine Smyczynski (30); Terry Tredo & Dan Tredo (20);  
Chuck Weimer (75); Charles & Gertrude Wolski & Guest Chris (50); Mark & Sue Yearke (75). 

 

Tom & Jane Koziol - 3 
Michael & Jane Licata - 7 
Steve & Kathy Vaccaro - 8 
Frank & Christine Puma - 13 
Donald & Lynelle Schloerb - 21 
Mike & Nadine Kosmoski - 21 

Sympathies 
To Lisa Coughlin whose father passed away 

 
Passing of long-time member and past 

President of LER Bill Nichols at the age of 
99  
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PRESIDENT’S    MESSAGE  
Hello LER members.  WOW, what a way to start our 

outdoor season, the RustBuster was amazing, member signup 
exceeded expectations, that car collection was something else 
and how about that pedal car collection, very impressive.  Then 
the banquet, the LER members enjoyed great food and excellent 
service at Danny’s South.  Up next is our annual car show, we 
are hoping for good weather.  Please pre-register your car if you 
haven’t already and sign up or just show up to help out the day 
of the show.  Please contact the Car Show Chairman listed in 
the Sidelight for any questions.  George and Ruth Camann 
recently made the trip to the AACA Annual Grand 
Nationals/Western Spring Nats Las Vegas, Nevada.  While 
there they completed the judging school and spectated at the 

show.  Now just a friendly reminder, members of the AACA 
Lake Erie Region have a reasonability to be in good standing 
with the club.  With that said, please treat your clubmates with 
respect, we all have an obligation to do so at club events and 
also a moral obligation outside club events.  I wouldn’t think 
that anyone would want to intentionally offend or insult another 
member.  Even if you think that you’re not offending someone, 
maybe you are but just don’t realize it.  Upcoming National 
events 2026 AACA, May 28th thru 30th Eastern Spring Nationals 
Indiana, Pennsylvania, next June 11th thru 13th Southeastern Fall 
Nationals Oak Ridge, Tennessee.    
Thanks for being a member! 

Chuck Weimer, LER President 
 

AACA Lake Erie Region Car Show Judge’s Information 
Our 2026 car show is coming up in June, and many individuals 
have volunteered to judge at the show. We will provide some 
judging guidance prior to the show to remind all judges of the 
process.  A 30-minute class will be given by Bob Nash on the 
morning of our car show, June 7, 2026, at 11:00 am.  New judge 
volunteers are especially encouraged to attend this “Judge’s 
Education” Class; we’re sure you will find it worthwhile. The 
class will begin promptly at 11:00 am, and you should meet up 
with Bob at Judge’s Administration behind the pavilion at the 
Como Park Bowen Road Grove. 
  All Judges: In addition to the training class, please plan on 
attending the judge’s briefing and team assignment meeting that 

will be held at Judge’s Administration behind the pavilion 
starting promptly at 11:30 am. 
We look forward to seeing you and your vehicle at the show! 

Barb Noonan - Chief Judge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

That if you attend a National Meet, you are 
eligible for Activities Awards points?  It doesn’t matter 
where the meet is, it is still an AACA event and will 
earn you points.  You could earn as much as 30 points 
if you attend, enter a car and/or judge. Peggy Ptak 
keeps track of those points and at the end of the year, 
the top point getters receive a special prize.  So don’t 
forget to sign in at each event you attend, and let Peggy 
know about any AACA events you attend outside of 
LER.  Members who accrue 150 points get a plaque 
the first time and a chip each year after that for the 
plaque.  If you have any questions, contact Peggy.   



 

 
Let’s hope for some warm and sunny 

weather so we can all enjoy some time in our 
Classic cars.  

Sunday July 12th – is the Summer Picnic 
hosted by Chuck Weimer and Cliff Schulz. It will be 
held at Clarence Town Park in the Townview 
Pavilion on Goodrich Road. Lunch will be catered 
by Cozy Catering. Please look for the flyer in this 
Sidelight and sign up for this fun event. Deadline to 
sign up is July 3rd. 

Sunday August 9th – Mike Mesi and Ken 
Knoll are hosts for a tour of Hull House. 
Lunch/Dinner will be at Dannys North on Genesse 
Street. Look for more information in the Sidelight. 

Saturday, September 19th – Jeff and Karen 
Schwartz will host a Flying Show at Hawk Creek in 
West Falls. Breakfast will be held at the The 
Columns. Look for more information in the 
upcoming Sidelight. 
October – The Poker Run and Rally are back. More 
information to be available soon.  

Peggy Ptak – Activities Co-Chair 
 
 
 
 

 
2026 Charlotte Autofair 

Bill Markowski 
After spending Easter with my daughter and grandkids 

in the Raleigh, NC area, I was fortunate enough to head over to 
Charlotte Motor Speedway in Charlotte, NC on Friday April 
10th to take in the Charlotte Autofair hosted by the Hornets’ 
Nest Region of AACA. This is an annual event at the speedway 
that kicks off the auto season in the Southeast. The 3-day event 
includes a huge collector car flea market, car corral, and 
participation from many of the local car clubs that displayed 
hundreds of classic and custom cars and trucks down along the 
front straightaway and pit area. The entire speedway interior is 
occupied with automobile enthusiasts either showing a vehicle 
or occupying a swap space. 

The weather was perfect for the two days I was there. 
The main attraction of this event was the AACA Southeastern 
Spring Nationals held on Saturday April 11th in the speedway 
infield. Over 200 antique and classic cars were present for 
AACA points judging. Some of you may know I am a Pontiac 
fan and the current Concours Coordinator for the GTO 
Association of America. I am responsible for judge training and 

vehicle classification at the GTOAA national convention each 
summer. I met up with a fellow GTOAA and AACA member 
from the Charlotte area to check out the AACA judging 
procedure and get some insight on how AACA approaches the 
classic vehicles on the show field. I was introduced to both Stan 
Kulikowski and Jack Harris, both current members of the 
AACA Board of Directors. I had a long discussion with Stan 
after the judges meeting and prior to the start of judging 
comparing each club’s judging guidelines. 

The quality of the vehicles was outstanding. I came 
away with some good information experiencing the AACA 
National atmosphere and look forward to attending again. Next 
year’s Charlotte event will be a Grand National show. I can only 
imagine the quality of cars that will be present next time.   

 
 
 

 

  

ACTIVITIES REPORT 

Providing 
materials for 

smoother roads 
for your antique 
cars for over 68 

years! 
 

Contact us at 
(716)532-3371 

www.gernatt.com 

Cliff Schulz receiving his 2025 Top Activity 
Award from Peggy.  Photo by Chuck Weimer 

Next month: George & Ruth Camann’s trip out west 



 

  



 

  



 

SIDELIGHT TREASURES 
These ads can also be viewed at www.lakeerie.aaca.com. Ads 

are free for members.  Ads from non-members must be submitted 
by a current member.  Ads run for at least 3 months.  Phone 
numbers are area code 716 unless otherwise noted.  

*AUTOS FOR SALE* 
’30 Pierce Arrow, great driver, runs 

excellent. Call Chuck 716-655-0508 
(8)  

‘48 Frazer, great running and driving 
car, engine and brakes are rebuilt, 
new radial wide white tires, interior good. $8500. Call David 
716-617-1334 (9) 

’48 Playboy, rare, 1 of only 2 with raised headlights! Call Chuck 
716-655-0508 (8)  

‘48 Playboy solid running car. 4 cyl hercules 
with overdrive, original upholstery, 
serious inquires only, video & pictures 
available Call Lee 716-570-6131 (8) 

‘55 Buick Roadmaster, 2 door 
hardtop, Dynaflow, National AACA 
Senior Winner. Fully restored in 
2001, Titian Red / White, 322 V8 
Nailhead engine, Kelsey Hayes wire 
wheels, dry storage, 7K+ miles since 
restoration. $35,000. Many Buick parts available too. Contact 
Barb at 716-228-7355 (8)  

‘64 Chevrolet Corvair Monza Convertible, Silver Blue 
Metallic, 2-door, automatic trans, 
6-cylinder 110 HP, good driver. 
$6,500. Contact: Bob at 716-754-
2391 or Barb at 716-957-3076. (8) 

’64 Impala Convertible 283, AT, 
bucket seats, rebuilt engine, $39,900 Ken Weinstein 716-689-
6888 (7). 

Massey-Harris Tractor: Model #30, gas 
powered, 4-cylinder engine. Runs very well, 
two new rear tires. Asking $3000 OBO. Call 
for more details. Call Bob at 716-754-7028 or 
Barb at 716-957-3076. (8) 

*AUTO MISC FOR SALE* 
1961-64 Chevy Full-size car LH front door 

upper and lower door hinges. These also fit Pontiac and some 
Buick and Oldsmobile models. $60 for the pair.  Ed Vogt 262-
4842(9) 

Collection of ten Hess toy trucks ‘86 Hess Fire Truck with 
Ladder, Bank; ‘87 Hess Tractor Trailer Truck, Bank; ‘95 Hess 
Helicopter Transporter with Copter; ‘15 Hess Fire Truck; ‘16 
Hess Toy Truck and Dragster; ‘17 Hess Dump Truck and 
Loader; ‘19 Hess Tow Truck Rescue Team; ‘20 Hess 
Ambulance and Rescue; ‘24 Hess 60th Anniversary Fire Truck 

with Car and Motorcycle; All new and in original packaging  
$390 for all.  Call Lon for more details 716-873-6280 (6) 

Shop Manuals ‘42 Buick Shop Manual $20; ‘54 Lincoln Service 
Manual $25; ‘52-55 Lincoln Chassis Parts Catalogue $25; ‘73 
Oldsmobile New Product Service Information Manual $10; ‘74 
Oldsmobile Chassis Service Manual $20; ‘75 Chevrolet Service 
and Overhaul Manual Supplement $10; ‘83 Oldsmobile Chassis 
Service Manual $20; ‘81 Chiltons Auto Repair Manual $10; ‘85 
Chiltons Auto Repair Manual $10; ‘90 GM B Body Platform 
Service Manual $20; Ed Vogt 262-4842(7) 

Shop Manuals ’59 Ford Thunderbird shop manual $10; ‘69 
Chevrolet Chassis Service Manual $10; ‘69 Chevrolet Chassis 
Overhaul Manual (poor covers) $10; ‘73 Chevrolet Passenger 
car & Light duty truck overhaul manual $5; ‘60 Corvair shop 
Manual (very poor condition) $3; ‘62-63 Corvair Shop Manual 
Supplement $5; ‘69 Fisher Body Service Manual (poor covers) 
$10; ‘73 Fisher Body Service Manual $6; ‘74 Ford Shop Manual 
vol. 1-5 $30;’82-94 Nissan Sentra Automotive Repair Manual 
$10.  Lon 873-6280 (7) 

*From Members* 
Bill Markowski is announcing that Elma is celebrating America’s 
250 birthday on Wednesday, July 1, with a concert at the Elma 
Village Green, 3007 Bowen Rd.  Many activities include: kid’s 
bike parade, face painting, food & ice cream, as well as the 
museum being open. A special place for prewar (’42 & older) 
cars to park.  You can contact Bill at 
historian@elmanewyork.com 
or for more info go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/20502 
14722125173 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

  



 

Legislative Affairs Info 
ZEV (Zero Emission Vehicle) / ICE (Internal 

Combustion Engine) / Vehicle Choice 
Current Events: The stalemate between the U.S. and 

Isreal with Iran is still in effect causing an impact on 
everything, including gasoline, diesel fuel, heating oil, natural 
gas, and every item that needs to be moved to where we 
purchase or use it. Pump prices are rising every time we fill 
up, or sometimes every day. Hopefully, the US and Isreal will 
successfully negotiate a cease fire and a surrender with Iran 
that will stabilize the middle east and the rest of the world. 

U.S. Reshapes Tariffs on Steel, Aluminum, and 
Derivative Products: The Trump Administration announced 
updates to Section 232 tariffs covering steel, aluminum, and 
certain derivative products. Effective April 6, businesses 
importing products containing steel and aluminum will be 
subject to a 25% tariff applied to the full value of the imported 
product replacing the previous 50% tariff of the embedded 
steel and aluminum content. This approach is intended to 
simplify compliance while protecting domestic producers. 

Protecting Racetracks and the Future of 
Motorsports: Last month I reported that Kansas’s Right to 
Race Law was signed into law along with a coordinated effort 
of Georgia, Missouri, and Wisconsin with help from SEMA 
an PRI (Performance Racing INDUSTRY) to provide 
consistent protection for motorsports facilities nationwide. 
However, After Wisconsin’s Legislature passed AB 880 the 
Right to Race Bill sending to the Governor to be signed into 
law. Then on April 9th, Wisconsin’s Governor Tony Evers, 
vetoed AB 880, after claiming he supported the bill. This is a 
true setback for this important SEMA / PRI 2026 goal.  

U.S. House Subcommittee Passes SEMA-Backed 
ADAS Bill, Critical Step for Right to Modify; ADAS 
(Advanced Driver Assistance Systems) Functionality and 
Integrity Act (HR6688) took a giant step forward when the 
SEMA-supported bill passed the U.S. House Energy and 
Commerce Subcommittee via a voice vote. This is a critical 
step for the Right to Modify. Instead of forcing vehicle owners 
and aftermarket businesses to guess whether safety system are 
fully operational following modifications, the information 

provided by HR6688 would enable the aftermarket to answer 
the question, “Do these ADAS systems continue to operate an 
intended”. Equally important, HR6688 is bipartisan; the bill 
reflects growing consensus that safety and consumer freedoms 
are not mutually exclusive. Federal policy must encourage 
technological advancement while preserving the vibrant after 
market ecosystem that supports millions of jobs and billions in 
economic activity. 

LENO’s LAW UPDATE: California’s renewed 
“Leno’s Law’ just cleared an important hurdle. California SB 
1392, authored by Sen Dave Cortese, with Sen Shannon Grove 
has passed the California State Senate Transportation 
Committee with bipartisan support. This proposed law creates 
a narrow, phased-in, collector-only pathway to a smog-check 
exemption for certain older vehicles. The bill starts with 
vehicles manufactured before the ’81 model year and 
gradually expands, reaching vehicles manufactured before e 
the ’86 model year by 2032. Importantly, it does not change 
the existing pre-’76 exemption already in law. 

NY State EV (Electric Vehicle) Mandate: By the 
end of 2026the state EV mandate requires all passenger cars, 
SUVs, and pickup trucks sales to be 35% electric. By 2030 the 
number climbs to 68%, and to 100% by 2035. The batteries in 
EV’s are lithium-ion. Are we really ready for three million 
EV’s NYS projects on the road by 2030?  

The above information is from SEMA (Specialty 
Equipment Market Association) Advocacy; PRI (Performance 
Racing Industry), Spectrum News, Associated Press 

Chuck Wolski, Legislative Affairs Chair (05/05/26) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Our office is now open, 
 Dr. Smyers is accepting new patients. 

716.815.2400 
Call today for an appointment. 

We accept all insurance plans, and offer 
same day appointments for all ages 

136 Maple Rd – Williamsville, NY 14221 

Kristen L. Smyers, MD FACOG                             



 

  

Photos by 
Barb 

Noonan, 
Lon & 
Valerie 
Wilson 

RUSTBUSTER - MAY 17, 2026 
Ruth Camann, Barb Noonan  
& Valerie Wilson catch up 
 on things. 

Top left to bottom: Szachta’s ’49 Chevrolet; Maria Orellano’s ’66 
Mustang; Steve Cryan’s ’64 Falcon; Dave Nash’s ’67 Chevrolet; 
Cliff Shulz’s ’70 Chevelle; Ptak’s ’75 Fiat; Leonard Sayward’s 
’40 Chevrolet; Casey’s ’68 Buick; John Haid’s ’67 Buick; 
Kosmoski’s ’49 Dodge; Bill Galie’s ’62 Thunderbird; Cooper’s 
’72 Beetle;  

Top left to bottom: Kevin Clark’s ’70 Corvette; Kmidowski’s ’90 
Corvette: Tim Cryan’s ’81 Cadillac; Ron Billo’s ’71 Oldsmobile; 
Robert Mandziak’s ’72 Buick; Chuck Facklam’s ’65 Mustang; 
Mike Mesi’s ’82 Toyota; Zurek’s ’80 Cadillac; Camann’s ’89 
Probe; Wilson’s ’66 Mustang; Snyder’s ’60 Buick; Yanik’s ’95 
Impala;  

Steve Cryan & daughter 
Dorothy enjoy the morning 

Photographer 
Lon Wilson got 

in this picture 
with George 

Camann & Jerry 
Ptak while they 

check out Jim 
Galvin’s ’60 

Corvette 

Jane Szachta, Sue Yearke & Sue 
Revelle enjoy the sunshine 

Dan Tredo, 
Terry Tredo 

& Eileen 
Wode are 

ready to 
tour 

Russ Christopher, Leonard Sayward talk to Maria Orellana about her Mustang 
while Eddie & D’Lynn Zurek, Robert Mandiak, Mike Kosmoski listens to Cliff 

Schulz’s driving  instructions to the gang. 
  



 

New friends: Barb can’t 
help falling in love with 
this guy; Cliff wants to 

know which car this  
fella likes.  Linda Foster 

meets the President. 
This woman models a 

poodle shirt while 
checking out gas prices 

Sue, Jean 
Yanik & Chris 
Snyder smile 
for the camera, 
while Eddie & 
D’Lynn would 
love to own 
this Pierce 
Arrow. 

Sometimes our 
old cars need a 

little help to 
get started as 
Jim found out 

1935 White Yellowstone bus & 1938 Lincoln Zephyr 

Right: cases full of 
models 

Left: 1950 
Chevrolet Pick-up 

Moon Dog 
 

Pedal cars on shelves & 
from the ceiling, too! 
Right: a fat man’s wheel 
on a 1926 Lincoln 

1949 Chrysler 

A boattail Rolls Royce & a Seldon 
Fire Truck 

Lots of memorabilia & a 1954 Plymouth Belvedere 

  



 

          Calendar of Events 
June 7 – Annual Car Show,  

Chuck Facklam & Mike Mesi, Chairmen 
June 14 – Flag Day 
June 21 – Father’s Day 
July 4 – Independence Day 
July 12 – Summer Picnic, hosted by Chuck Weimer & 

Cliff Schulz 
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28 29 30 1 2 3  
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE 
CLUB OF AMERICA, INC. 

LAKE ERIE REGION 

Valerie Wilson – Editor 
235 Villa Ave.  

   Buffalo, New York14216-1308 FIRST CLASS 

The Sidelight FIRST CLASS 


